
156 

7 CFR Ch. I (1–1–12 Edition) § 59.20 

of the reporting deadline shall be re-
ported. Transactions completed during 
the one half hour prior to the previous 
reporting time, but not reported in the 
previous report, shall be reported at 
the next scheduled reporting time. 

(c) Regional reporting and aggregation. 
The Secretary shall make information 
obtained under this part available to 
the public only in a manner that: 

(1) Ensures that the information is 
published on a national and a regional 
or statewide basis as the Secretary de-
termines to be appropriate; 

(2) Ensures that the identity of a re-
porting person or the entity which 
they represent is not disclosed; and 

(3) Market information reported to 
the Secretary by packers and import-
ers shall be aggregated in such a man-
ner that the market reports issued will 
not disclose the identity of persons, 
packers and importers, including par-
ties to a contract and packer’s and im-
porter’s proprietary information. 

(d) Adjustments. Prior to the publica-
tion of any information required under 
this part, the Secretary may make rea-
sonable adjustments in information re-
ported by packers and importers to re-
flect price aberrations or other unusual 
or unique occurrences that the Sec-
retary determines would distort the 
published information to the detriment 
of producers, packers, or other market 
participants. 

(e) Reporting of activities on weekends 
and holidays. Livestock and livestock 
products committed to a packer, or im-
porter, or purchased, sold, or slaugh-
tered by a packer or importer on a 
weekend day or holiday shall be re-
ported to the Secretary in accordance 
with the provisions of this Part and re-
ported by the Secretary on the imme-
diately following reporting day. A 
packer shall not be required to report 
such actions more than once on the im-
mediately following reporting day. 

(f) Reporting methods. Whenever infor-
mation is required to be reported under 
this part, it shall be reported by elec-
tronic means and shall adhere to a 
standardized format established by the 
Secretary to achieve the objectives of 
this part, except in emergencies or in 
cases when an alternative method is 
agreeable to the entity required to re-
port and AMS. 

§ 59.20 Recordkeeping. 
(a) In general. Each packer or im-

porter required to report information 
to the Secretary under the Act and this 
Part shall maintain for 2 years and 
make available to the Secretary the 
following information on request: 

(1) The original contracts, agree-
ments, receipts, and other records asso-
ciated with any transaction relating to 
the purchase, sale, pricing, transpor-
tation, delivery, weighing, slaughter, 
or carcass characteristics of all live-
stock or livestock products; and 

(2) Such records or other information 
as is necessary or appropriate to verify 
the accuracy of the information re-
quired to be reported under the Act and 
this Part. 

(b) Purchases of cattle and swine and 
sales of boxed beef cuts. A record of a 
purchase of a lot of cattle or swine, or 
a sale of a unit of boxed beef cuts, by 
a packer shall evidence whether the 
purchase or sale occurred: 

(1) Before 10 a.m. central time; 
(2) Between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. central 

time; or 
(3) After 2 p.m. central time. 
(c) Purchases of lambs. A record of a 

purchase of a lot of lambs by a packer 
shall evidence whether the purchase 
occurred: 

(1) Before 2 p.m. central time; or 
(2) After 2 p.m. central time. 
(d) Sales of lamb carcasses and sales of 

boxed lamb cuts. A record of a sale by a 
packer of lamb carcasses and cuts, 
shall evidence time and date the sale 
occurred: 

(1) Before 2 p.m. central time; or 
(2) After 2 p.m. central time. 

A record of sale by an importer of lamb 
cuts shall evidence the date the sale 
occurred. 

(e) Reporting sales of boxed beef cuts 
and sales of boxed lamb cuts. 

(1) Beef packers must report all sales 
of boxed beef items by the applicable 
Institutional Meat Purchase Specifica-
tions (IMPS) item number or the boxed 
beef items’ cutting and trimming spec-
ifications. 

(2) Lamb packers and importers must 
report all sales of boxed lamb items by 
the applicable Institutional Meat Pur-
chase Specifications (IMPS) item num-
ber or the boxed lamb items’ cutting 
and trimming specifications. 
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